
 

Empower the youth urges UN chief

LAGOS, Nigeria - More must be done to empower the world's young people as their potential is the potential of the future in
a world were "multilateralism" is more important than ever, said United Nations secretary-general, Antonio Guterres.
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Guterres assured young people around the world of the United Nations support for a brighter future: “As you stand up for
our shared values, the United Nations stands with you," he said in his message to the first Obafemi Awolowo University
Model United Nations (IFEMUN) conference.

The conference, which attracted over 250 delegates from Cameroon, Nigeria and South Africa, was a three-day of
networking and diplomacy in practice as students assumed roles of Ambassadors of UN Member States. It was held 21-23
June 2018 and organised by the University in collaboration with the United Nations Information Centre (UNIC).

In the message read by the National Information Officer of the UN Information Centre (UNIC) Lagos, Dr Oluseyi
Soremekun, the Secretary General emphasised that, “We must do more to enable young people to shape the decisions
affecting their lives. Empowering the world’s young people is also an imperative. Your potential is the world’s potential.”

Guterres called for less hatred, more dialogue and deeper international cooperation. According to him, “Multilateralism is
more important than ever.”
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Model United Nations

Speaking, the Vice Chancellor of the University, Prof Eyitope Ogunbodede, reiterated the commitment of the university
administration to supporting value-adding activities amongst the students. The Model United Nations (MUN), according to
him, is a platform for students of Political Science, International Relations, International Law and the social sciences in
general, to express themselves and manifest their potentials.

The chairman of the conference planning committee, Prof Charles Ukeje, in his message, thanked UNIC for its support to
the University in organising the first IFEMUN conference and commended the students for their commitment and
determination to ensuring a successful conference.

Dr Soremekun explained that UNIC Lagos got aggressively involved in Model UN following the launch of UN4MUN by the UN
Department of Public Information (DPI), New York, to teach MUN teams how to bring their simulations more in line with the
way the UN actually works. According to him, many MUNs across the world do not follow the actual rules and practices
used at the UN.

“It, therefore, became imperative for UNIC Lagos, being the field office of UN-DPI in Nigeria, to ensure quality of MUN
conferences in terms of adherence to the rules of procedures of how a typical UN General Assembly, for instance,
conducts its affairs.

The National Information Officer added that, “Model United Nations (MUN) simulations are popular exercises for those
interested in learning more about the UN. It is estimated that more than 400,000 students worldwide participate every year
in MUN at all educational levels – from primary school to university. Many of today’s leaders in law, government, business
and the arts participated in MUN as students.”

Addressing the delegates, the Secretary General of IFEMUN 2018, Patrick Ojunde, expressed his delight about the quality
of discussion by the delegates and expressed his expectation of a better IFEMUN conference next year.
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