
 

Air pollution kills thousands in megacities despite Covid
lockdowns

Air pollution caused tens of thousands of deaths in the world's five most populous cities last year despite coronavirus
lockdowns, researchers said on Thursday, 18 February, urging governments to ditch fossil fuels and invest in a green
recovery.

A police officer wears a mask to protect herself from air pollution at a junction during restrictions on private vehicles based on
registration plates on a smoggy morning in New Delhi, India. Reuters/Danish Siddiqu

Environmental campaign group Greenpeace Southeast Asia and air quality technology company IQAir measured pollution
levels across 28 cities - chosen according to where data was available and with a geographical spread.

In the five most-populated cities - Delhi, Mexico City, Sao Paulo, Shanghai and Tokyo - air pollution caused about 160,000
deaths and economic losses, totalling about $85bn.

"A few months of lockdown hasn't really dented that long-term average of air pollution that people have been exposed to,"
said Aidan Farrow, an air pollution scientist at Greenpeace Research Laboratories at Britain's University of Exeter.
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"It is a little shocking to see how much upheaval there has been - and we still have work to do to improve air pollution," he
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Air pollution is the single largest environmental risk to human health globally, and kills an estimated 7 million people every
year, according to the World Health Organization (WHO).

The WHO says nine out of 10 people breathe polluted air, which is linked to strokes, lung cancer and heart disease - and
now equals the effects of smoking tobacco, health experts say.

Major causes of air pollution

The problem affects more cities in Asia than anywhere else in the world. Major causes include vehicle emissions, coal
power plants, construction, festival fireworks, forest clearing, and burning of crops, firewood and waste.

Delhi had the highest death toll among the five biggest cities, with some 54,000 deaths - or one per 500 people - due to
high levels of tiny pollution particles, known as PM2.5, which can cause lung and heart diseases, the study said.

Japan's capital Tokyo suffered the highest financial cost with approximately 40,000 deaths and economic losses of $43bn,
it added.

Lockdowns to stem the spread of the new coronavirus in major cities have forced millions to work from home, while slowing
economies have slashed carbon dioxide emissions.

"We have seen changes in road traffic, aviation as well ... but the major (air pollution) sources have continued to operate
largely as before," Farrow said,

"The problem is vast and needs a big, multi-industry effort to address it," he added, calling for more investment in cleaner
technologies, renewable energy and electrified public transport.

Source: Reuters

 
For more, visit: https://www.bizcommunity.com

Informal waste management in Lagos is big business: policies need to support the trade
Chidi Nzeadibe et al.  13 Jan 2021

https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/157/703/212074.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/ContentShare.aspx?ct=1&ci=212074

	Air pollution kills thousands in megacities despite Covid lockdowns
	Informal waste management in Lagos is big business: policies need to support the trade
	Major causes of air pollution


