
 

FYI: Google Home Mini works just fine in South Africa

Google hardware is notoriously tough to come by in South Africa, as we've found out over the past couple of years.
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This is chiefly due to a combination of pending localisation and regulatory approval, country manager Luke Mckend told us
in an interview earlier this year.

For what it’s worth, I managed to grab a Google Home Mini for $30 during a work trip to the USA last week. And the good
news is that it works well enough thus far (in case you didn’t know), even without proper localisation in place.

In terms of the hardware setup, the Google Home Mini has a microUSB port for power, so you can use any old smartphone
charger (as long as it’s rated 100-240v) in lieu of the included power adapter.

From here, you’ll want to change your smartphone language to UK or US English and then download the Google Home app
from the Play Store. But it’s all plain sailing from here, as you go through a seamless setup process (finding the device,
sharing your Wi-Fi password, training it with your voice). And the voice commands work well enough at this point - hard Rs
be damned.
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You’ll also need to download some apps to your phone in order to use them on Google Home, such as Podcast Republic
and TuneIn Radio. But the Google Home app does indeed list these supported apps in settings.

The one notable region-related casualty is the fact that news websites/services are limited to supported countries. So that
means no News24, EWN, TechCentral, Burn Media (cheap plug!) and the like.

Nevertheless, those wanting to grab a Google Home gadget won’t be left with a hobbled device if they’re in an unsupported
region. Expect a review in the coming weeks.

ABOUT HADLEE SIMONS

Hadlee Simons is an editor at Memeburn. Terrible puns make Hadlee difficult to work with, but he brings almost seven years of tech journalism experience to the table. When he's not at
work or watching motorsport, he's in the foetal position on a jiu jitsu mat.
Go go Google Go: all the Go apps in one convenient place - 28 Feb 2018
A (non) update on Amazon Alexa coming to South Africa - 28 Dec 2017
Apple cracks down on lootboxes, devs now have to disclose details - 27 Dec 2017
Still using BBM? You can now request an Uber via platform - 20 Dec 2017
FYI: Google Home Mini works just fine in South Africa - 13 Dec 2017

View my profile and articles...

 
For more, visit: https://www.bizcommunity.com

Amazon brings Alexa from the home to the office in a new AI push
4 Dec 2017

https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/1/706/170848.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/ContentShare.aspx?ct=1&ci=170848
https://memeburn.com/
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/793/174191.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/706/171721.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/743/171697.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/793/171571.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/541/171231.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Profile/HadleeSimons

	FYI: Google Home Mini works just fine in South Africa
	Amazon brings Alexa from the home to the office in a new AI push
	ABOUT HADLEE SIMONS


