
 

#BeautifulNews: How a bookworm beat the odds
Athol Williams’ life is a story of triumph. Growing up in Mitchells Plain during apartheid set him back from the start. In the
township built to accommodate victims of forced removals, residents endured inferior resources at every level, from their
housing to their education. The latter was about more than just separation – the aim was to keep people of colour from
learning and progressing. But Williams has never been one to be left behind. At every opportunity, he took matters into his
own hands. “I realised that to beat the system, I would have to take personal responsibility for my life and my own
education,” Williams says. His starting point? The humble book.

Read Athol Williams' full story here.
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